From the Administration

It’s hard to believe we are already nearing the end of
our first five-week interim period! The school year is
off to a smooth start, and I'm thrilled with the enthu-
siasm and energy that students and staff have
brought into the building. Students should keep
their eye on maintaining that strong academic start
to the year, as hard work now pays off later in the
year! This is also a good time to pause and reflect on
habits that are being built. Are there things students
should continue? What might need to be changed
moving forward? Now is a great time to ensure stu-
dents are thinking about ways to make their school
year successful. As we move into October, there is a
lot to look forward to, and I wanted to share a few
highlights with you:

Homecoming and Spirit Week

We are especially excited for Spirit Week, which runs
from October 7 through October 12. This year, the
themes are school-wide, Pre-K through 12th grade,
and we have some amazing events planned that will
bring our entire school community together. Be sure
to check out the daily themes and encourage your
students to participate — it’s going to be a fun and
spirited week! Mark your calendars for our annual
Homecoming Parade on Friday, October 11 at 5:00
p-m. This is always a highlight of the fall season, and
we look forward to seeing the creative floats and
school spirit on display. Following the parade, our
Boys Soccer team will be playing a home match at
6:00 p.m., and the night will culminate in the Home-
coming Football game at 7:30 p.m. Come out and
support our student-athletes! Homecoming officially
comes to an end with the Homecoming Dance on
Saturday, October 12, from 8:00-10:30 p.m.

-~

(Continued on page 2)

Important Dates:

October 2
Construction/Technology Ca-
reer Day

October 4

Manufacturing Day @ Ray-
mond Corporation

End of Interim 1

Early Release- 15 Min.
Emergency Drill

October 10
Early Release Day - RTS/HS
@ 11:30 a.m

October 11
Superintendent's Confer-
ence Day- No School

Homecoming-

Parade @ 5:00 p.m.,
V. Soccer @ 6:00 p.m.
V Football @ 7:30 p.m.

October 12
Homecoming Dance-
8:00p.m.-10:30 p.m.

October 14

Columbus Day

No school- All buildings
closed

October 16
Board of Education meet-
ing@ 6:00 p.m.

October 23
Financial Aid Night- 6:00
p.m.

October 29
Fall Music Concert / Trunk
or Treat @ 6:30 p.m.

October 31
Halloween




(Continued from page 1)

The 2024 SVHS Spirt Week Themes are:
Friday (10/4) - Enjoy the wave or the ride- Surfers & Bikers
Monday (10/7) - Jersey Day
Tuesday (10/8) - Twin or Dynamic Duo Day
Wednesday (10/9) - Pajama Day
Thursday (10/10) - School and Class Color Day

Seniors: Black

Juniors: Navy Blue

Sophomores: White

Freshmen: Yellow

Faculty/ Staff: School Colors

We can’t wait to see what everyone comes up with! Go Sabers!

Construction Day, Manufacturing field trips, and the College Fair

This month students have the opportunity to go on some pretty amazing field trips to
learn more about careers that are available in our area! We have students attending Con-
struction/ Technology Career Day on Wednesday, October 2 at BOCES and we are excited
that students are taking advantage of the opportunity to visit places like Raymond, Macin-
tosh, Universal Instruments, and Amphenol. We will also have interested students attend
a College Fair on October 16 at the Arena. This month is busy with opportunities for stu-
dents to learn more about college and careers!

It is going to be a busy and exciting Month! As always, please reach out if you have any
questions. We encourage you to stay involved and engaged as we continue through the
school year and thank you for your ongoing support!




News from the Guidance Office
October 2024
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Financial Aid Night

The guidance department will be offering a Financial Aid Night for Seniors and their fam-
ilies on October 23 at 6:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium. Part of the college appli-
cation process is to submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and Tu-
ition Assistance Program (Tuition Assistance Program, if attending a NYS school). This
presentation will help students and families understand the types of financial aid availa-
ble and how to submit the application. We highly encourage college-bound students to
attend with their families.

Richard Griffis, the Assistant Director of Financial Aid/Operations at SUNY Broome. Will
be presenting.

Additionally, Shante Middleton (from Talent Search) continues to be available at SVHS
from 9:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on alternating Wednesdays to provide individualized assis-
tance in completing the FAFSA and TAP applications. We continue to schedule college
bound students to meet with her, and welcome parents participation. Please call the
Counseling Office at 607-775-9115 if you’d like to make an appointment.

N
ASVAB®

EXPLORATION

As previously published - the ASVAB will be given to all 10th grade students and some
registered Jr/Sr students on November 8, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. This aptitude test helps
your child see how interests, abilities, and personal preferences match career opportuni-
ties. When taken in the 10th grade there is NO commitment to the military, it is strictly
used as a career development tool and will aid in guiding student decisions regarding
post high school plans. It is a self-paced test that usually takes students an hour and a
half to complete, however students are allotted two and a half hours if needed. Please as-
sure your child arrives at school with a fully charged Chromebook (as they should every-
day).




SAT and ACT
There is still time for college-bound seniors to take the SAT or ACT. While some schools
have a test-optional policy, there are schools and programs that require SAT or ACT
scores. Both exams have fall test dates!

SAT:
SAT Test Date Regular Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline
November 2, 2024 October 18, 2024 October 22, 2024
December 7, 2024 November 22, 2024 November 26, 2024
March 8, 2025 February 21, 2025 February 25, 2025
May 3, 2025 April 18, 2025 April 22, 2025
June 7, 2025 May 22,, 2025 May 27, 2025

*Please note: SV is not a testing site, so students will have to take the exam at a neighbor-
ing high school such as Binghamton HS, Vestal HS, Maine-Endwell HS or CVHS.

ACT:
Test Date Regular Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline Photo Upload and Standby
Late Fee Applies After This Deadline
Date
October 26, 2024 September 20 October 7 October 18
December 14, 2023 November 8 November 22 December 6
February 8, 2025 January 3 January 20 January 31
April 5, 2025 February 28 March 16 March 28
June 14, 2025 May 9 May 26 June 6
July 12, 2025* June 6 June 20 July 4

Preparing for the SAT/ACT:
Students should familiarize themselves with the test(s) and create a study plan. Here are
some tips on how to prepare for the SAT/ACT:
e Khan Academy
e This is a free, personalized, online study tool. Khan Academy has partnered with
College Board to deliver a tailored guide to the SAT based on the student’s PSAT re-
sults. If a student took the PSAT in October, they can link their results to Khan Acade-
my!
e SAT Practice Tests: - https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/full-
length-practice-tests

ACT Practice Tests: https://academy.act.org/

Please check with the schools you are interested in for the most up-to-date information. If you are
still interested in taking the SAT/ACT, you must register online at www.collegeboard.org for the
SAT or www.actstudent.org for the ACT. SV is not a testing site, but our students can test at local
high schools in the area such as Binghamton HS, Vestal HS or Maine-Endwell HS.



https://academy.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org

Juniors and Seniors! The Greater Binghamton College Day will be held on Wednesday,
October 16. Our students will be bussed to the Visions Veterans Memorial Arena to meet
with representatives. There will be over 60 colleges, plus labor unions, financial institu-

tions and military services represented.

Students that would like to attend during the day must turn in a permission slip by

Wednesday, October 9 to assure we have appropriate bussing. Permission slips were
posted in September’s newsletter and are available in the Guidance Office.
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Senior Information:

Counselors are meeting with seniors to discuss post-secondary plans. Students that are:
e College-bound should have a list of colleges they plan to apply to,
e Work-bound should bring a list of jobs they are interested in and
e Military-bound should let us know what branch they are interested in. They should
also take the ASVAB on November 8, 2024!

Your counselor will help finalize these lists and assist with the application process.

SUNYE) BROOME

Instant Admit Day

All Seniors will be participating in SUNY Broome’s Instant Admit Day on Monday, Novem-
ber 4 in the High School Auditorium. Please be prepared by having your Chromebook
charged and your Social Security Number available.



SEAL OF BILITERACY -anvseD

GRADUATE with theSEAL OF BILITERACY 3

Please contact Mrs. Wright, World Language
Department Chair, if you would like more
information about earning the NYS Seal of

Biliteracy: jwright@svsabers.org.

Peer Leaders

Peer Leaders will be selling Krispy Kreme from October 1- October 31.
There will be more information to come!

Chem Free Prom

As a committee, we are still looking for our Senior Parent volunteers to attend
our monthly meetings and help us throw the best after Prom Party for our Sen-
ior class of 2025. June seems like an eternity away, however to plan the best
bash requires fundraiser planning, and parent participation. We would love to
see you at our next meeting which will be held on Monday, October 21 via Zoom.
The zoom link has been sent previously to all Senior Parents, if you have not re-
ceived this link please email Ms. Schuster at eschuste@svsabers.org.

Our next fundraiser will be our three scratch off lotto ticket boards. This is one
of our biggest fundraiser of the year, so we are encouraging donated time from
our senior parents to attend our committee meetings or by donating lotto tickets
to help fill our three boards would benefit. If you would like to donate scratch
off tickets, please drop them off at the High School Main Office, or kindly send
them in with your senior student to hand in at the Main Office.

We look forward to meeting you all soon!


mailto:eschuste@svsabers.org

Catholic Charities of Broome County
in collaboration with United Way’s 211
will hold Thanksgiving basket sign-ups

Beginnin dnesd tember 11th
Sign-ups will be held by calling 211
Or by calling 1-600-401-2190
Ending Friday, October 25th, 2024
(During regularly scheduled business hours Monday—Friday 7:30AM—4:30PM)

« Individuals and families living in Broome County will have the
opportunity to sign-up for a Thanksgiving basket.

- Each household will receive a confirmation number from 211.
The confirmation number will be needed to pick up the basket.

. All families signed-up for a basket will receive information about
the date, time and location of the basket pick up 1 to 2 weeks
prior to Thanksgiving Day. Families should expect to pick up
their baskets the weekend of November 23rd to November 24th.

« One Thanksgiving basket will be provided per household. Please
have information on hand for every person within the household

prior to making the 211 call.
Catholic Charities

m éolocsse OF SYRACUSE

Susquehanna River Region Broome County




Encourage Your Child to Read Challenging Nonfiction.
In order to be college and career-ready, today’s students need to be able to
read complicated texts. It is not only the college-bound who need to be highly
proficient at reading; employers and the military are also looking for people
who can read and understand occupational handbooks, technical manuals,
and training/field guides.
One way to increase your Child’s reading skills is to encourage them to read
nonfiction for fun. Nonfiction books are typically written at a higher Lexile
(reading) level than novels and challenge your teen to learn new concepts
and specialized vocabulary. Teens should not give up reading literature,
which also has many benefits for students such as increasing vocabulary
and empathy, but ideally they should read a mix of fiction and nonfiction.
While much of the nonfiction collection of books is currently packed until the
library renovation is complete, there are many nonfiction eBooks available in
our and BT BOCES Sora accounts. Encourage your teen to stop by library
cart during lunch and I will help them find nonfiction that interests them.
—Ms. Westgate, HS Librarian (pwestgat@svsaber.org)
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The High School Librarian is IN!

The physical library is closed for
construction, but your student can still: {

-Access our free Research Databases
(www.svsabers.org/LibraryMediaCenter.aspx)

-Borrow eBooks from our SORA account
(https://launchpad.classlink.com/svsabers)

-Borrow print books during lunch.

Please email Ms. Westgate if you have any questions:
pwestgat@svsabers.org



http://www.svsabers.org/LibraryMediaCenter.aspx
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National Honor Society
October 2024

Are you a 10th, 11th or 12th grader looking to APPLY to the NHS?
Please see Mrs. Perkins in the High School Chorus Room (Rehearsal Room A)
for an application or for any questions.

All Applications are due October 18, 2:22 p.m.

No exceptions!

Induction Ceremony
e The induction ceremony will be November 19, at 7 p.m.
¢ All current members are required to attend.

Meetings
e Due to students not in the building for BOCES/New Visions our meetings will predomi-

nantly be held at 2:25 p.m. Plenty of notice will be given and students are expected to
attend.

e Please communicate when you are unable to attend a meeting.

NHS Dues
¢ NHS dues are mandated by the organization.
e They are $20 per year for all current and new members.
e Cash or checks payable to SV NHS.
e Bring dues to Mrs. Perkins ASAP!

Community Service Hours

e Students in NHS are required to complete 20 hours of community service per year by
June.

e There is a digital copy of the form in the Google Classroom and plenty of hard copies
outside of Mrs. Perkins’ room.

e There will be posts in the GC for updated service hour opportunities.

As always, please reach out with any questions or concerns anytime! | am looking forward
to a productive year!

Jenn Perkins - jperkins@svsabers.org



» SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY
€™ HomecoMING PARADE!

ATTENTION SABER FANS!

Show your Saber Spirit and participate
in the 2024 Homecoming Parade!

Friday October 11, 2024
Starting at Schnurbusch Park & ending at SV High School
« Line-up begins at 4:15 p.m.
« Parade starts at 5:00 p.m.

If your organization would like to participate, please contact:

Rachel Heslin, High School Student Council Advisor,
rheslin@svsabers.org, 607-775-0304

Hi hool Homecoming Dan

Dance will be held Saturday, October 12th

Dance starts at 8pm and ends at 10:30pm

Dance will be held in the SVHS gymnasium

Tickets will be sold the week of October 7th during lunch

blocks at the high school for $10 cash

* Guests need to be registered in the Main Office by
Thursday, October 10th

e Middle school students and individuals over 21 are not
eligible to attend

¢ Concessions will be available, cash only
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Krispy Kreme Fundraiser

Thank you for all your support!

Senior Class Shirts

Shirts will be in the week of the Pep Rally.

Homecoming Float

Our float theme is Candyland.
Please help provide any supplies needed.
Typically we need painting supplies, candy, balloons, etc.

Class Dues

If you have not paid any class dues as of yet, they are now $55.
This will go up to $60 in January if left unpaid.
Class dues are paid by every student and to cover senior event costs.

Your Class Advisors,
Dan Simonds & Elizabeth Strnatka
dsimonds@svsabers.org & estrnatk@svsabers.org

11



JUNIORS

Communication
e NEW-we will be using ParentSquare this year for communication.

Homecoming
¢ The homecoming parade is October 11 at 5:00 p.m.

Fundraisers
e NEXT: This month we are selling wreaths and poinsettias for the holi-
days!
e Thank you to those who supported our Breast Cancer Awareness Saber
Gear fundraiser!
e A portion of the profit was donated to the Breast Cancer Awareness
Foundation.

Class Dues
e Class dues of $10 for junior year are due now! These help pay for all
senior activities.
e If you have not paid for your freshman and/or sophomore year
dues, you will also be responsible for paying these ($15 late due fees).
e Checks should be made out to SV Class of 2026.

Your Class Advisors,
Alyson Herman and Hailie Balachick
aherman@svsabers.org & hbalachi@svsabers.org

12
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Class of 2027

Please sign up for Parent Square. This is the best way to get information out, and can be
accessed in a variety of ways. We will no longer be using Remind. Students, there is a
Student Square for you, as well as our Google Classroom.

Our mum fundraiser is officially over! Thank you all who supported the sale. NEXT, we
are beginning to prepare for homecoming. Homecoming parade will be Friday October 11
with the homecoming dance the next day, Saturday October 12th We are looking for the
following donations to keep the cost of our float and activities low, so thank you in ad-
vance to anyone that can help out. The float theme this year is "board games" and our
game will be the classic murder-mystery game CLUE!

We already have a trailer and truck this year, so two big items off the list! The general in-
spiration of the float is dark, gloomy and mysterious. We would appreciate anyone who
could send in: dining table set up (fancy plates, cups, linen napkins, linen table
cloth, candles, candelabras), a small square or round table, dark, flowy fabrics / cur-
tains, thick books, PVC piping, strong tape, 5 x 7 area rug (does not have to be nice),
rope, lead pipe, wrench, candlestick. Additionally, we are looking for bags of small
wrapped candies for both the homecoming parade and the end of the month trunk-or-
treat. Any kind will do!

Lastly, please do not forget about class dues. The payment schedule is posted below. The
cheapest option is to pay for all 4 years at once, and it will cost $45.00 until this
winter break!

Year September- Paid For January- Paid For
December All 4 Years June All 4 Years
Sophomore $25 $45 $30 $50
Junior $40 $50 $45 $55
Senior $55 $55 $60 $60

All checks should be made out to “SV Class of 2027.”
Please feel free to reach out with any questions. Thank you for your endless support!
Your class advisors,

Mackenzie Barker and Jennifer Potter
mbarker@svsabers.org & jpotter@svsabers.org
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Mrs. Goodman and Mrs. Howland are excited to be this year’s class advisors for the class
of 2028. We have a lot of ideas for fundraising, which you will hear more about in the
next newsletter.

For now, we are focusing on the Homecoming parade event and we will be running the
concessions at the Homecoming Dance. This year’s theme is board games.

The class of 2028 will be a hit in the parade with Connect Four as their theme.

For now, we need volunteers to help build the freshman float for homecoming and par-
ents to volunteer to drive the flatbed truck or flatbed with a truck hitch.

Parents, please, please consider making donations for the concession stand for the
Homecoming dance. The profits will be our first class fundraiser.
Items to donate:
e water bottles
e cans of soda
e small bags of chips
e candy of any kind as long as it is single serve.

Items should be brought to the school's main office by Thursday, October 10.

Please reach out to sgoodman@svsabers.org or mhowland@svsabers.org if you can help
the class of 2028 with their first homecoming float! You will also be receiving updates via
parent square and the google classroom. Feel free to reach out to us there.
Class of 2028 We are here for you!

Mrs. Goodman and Mrs. Howland

14
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High School Music News
October 2024

October Concert Reminder
Join the High School Musicians on October 29, 2024 for our Spooktacular Concert. Our family-friendly con-
cert of traditional and Halloween-themed music will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the High School Auditorium. Fol-
lowing the concert, join members of various clubs and activities as they sponsor trick-or-treating in the halls
of the high school. We encourage all to come in costume (no weapons, thank you!)

October Concert Attire

Our Halloween concert will be a unique opportunity for our student performers. If they choose, they may
wear a Halloween costume for the performance. A few reminders:

e Costumes cannot interfere with performing.

e Costumes should avoid intense gore, and cannot include weapons.

e Costumes are optional. Students who choose not to wear a costume should be in concert black.
e Ifastudent wishes to wear a costume, but doesn’t have one, see your director.

e Choral performers have a special costume plan. See Mrs. Perkins if you are unsure of what you need
to do.

Fundraising
All students are given the opportunity to fundraise for the trips we take. This year, our fundraising calendar
will include the events below. Please watch for more information about each event. If you are interested in
helping coordinate a fundraiser, we would love your assistance! Please reach out to your student’s teacher.

e November 10: Bake sale at the SVTA Craft Fair
e December-January: Gertrude Hawk Bars
e TBD: Frozen food sale

Hershey Park Performance Trip 2025
Saturday, June 7, 2025

The High School Band, Chorus, and Orchestra will be competing in this year’s Music in the Parks festival at
Hershey Park on 6/7/25. Full information packets are coming soon to your student. This is an all-day event
which includes performing, an awards ceremony, and a full day at Hershey Park.

We are waiting on final costs from Hershey Park, but anticipate the trip to be around $140. This cost includes
all transportation, performance and awards fees, admission to the park, breakfast on the bus, and a meal
voucher for an all-you-can-eat lunch when we arrive at the park. Students’ only out of pocket costs would in-
clude souvenirs and any additional food they wish to purchase at the park.

Students who wish to attend this trip are required to provide a $25.00 deposit, due October 31, 2024. Please
fill out the attached form and return it, with your $25 check or money order (no cash, please) payable to
SVHS BAND. Please reach out to your students’ ensemble teacher as soon as possible if payment arrange-
ments need to be made or if you have any questions or concerns.
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Hershey Park
June 7, 2025
Commitment Form

Fill out and return with your $25 deposit to your ensemble teacher
NO LATER than October 31.

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact Mrs. Olds (molds@svsabers.org),

call 607-775-0304 or reach out to your ensemble director!

Checks/Money Orders payable to SVHS BAND
NO CASH

Name

Ensemble (circle all that apply) BAND CHORUS ORCHESTRA

Grade

[ agree to attend the performance trip to Hershey Park on June 7, 2025. I know that my deposit
is non-refundable after December 1, 2024. After this date, if [ am unable to attend the trip, [ will
have to find a faculty-approved music student to take my spot or I will be financially responsi-

ble for the total cost of the trip.

Student Signature

Guardian Signature

*If you are interested in chaperoning the trip, please fill out the bottom. This is not a commit-
ment and does not guarantee a spot on the trip. There will be a deposit required but the direc-
tor will reach out to you within two weeks of receiving this paper. Chaperone cost is anticipat-
ed to be the same as the student cost.

Yes, | am interested in chaperoning this trip

Name E-mail

16
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SPOOKTACULAR
* CONCERT

‘ All students and families are invited
® to join us in costume
O

o 10/29/12024 o

‘ IN THE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

&

&

Concert begins at 6:30 ®

o followed by Trick-or-Treating ‘
O
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Senior Photos and Grad Ads for the Yearbook

Please be advised of the following important dates regarding your child’s senior year dead-
lines for Yearbook submissions:

Senior Portraits
Schedule your senior portrait to ensure proper delivery to the school. Senior portraits are
due Friday, December 6. Failure to meet this deadline may result in an absence of a sen-
ior portrait. Picture days were September 19-20 at the high school. If you were unable to
schedule a senior portrait, or attend these days, November 6, (our retake day) is an oppor-
tunity to get a senior photo. Seniors need to get their photo taken on these dates to receive
an ID card. No costumes or props will be allowed for photos.

Portrait Requirements
Senior Portraits must be submitted electronically (CD, email jpeg, USB). The digital image
must be a resolution of 300 dpi and the color mode must be RGB. The image should be sized
to a 5x7 image to ensure proper clarity. The yearbook is an all-color book so please plan ac-
cordingly when choosing a photo for the yearbook. To maintain a consistent look, only head
and shoulders will be in the yearbook photo. No costumes or props will be allowed for photos.
Photos submitted should be in color and with a simple background. The SVHS yearbook re-
serves the right to refuse a photo not meeting specifications.

Senior portraits are due Friday, December 6.

All electronic submissions are to be sent to Mr. Dana Zietz at dzietz@svsabers.org. If sub-
mitting in person, please see Mr. Zietz in room 22 in the High School. Any picture received
after the due dates listed are not guaranteed to be in the yearbook. It is the student’s re-
sponsibility to check with their studio to see if the studio has submitted the senior portrait
to Susquehanna Valley. Portraits from Sean Murphy Studios will automatically be sent to
the school.

For the 2024-2025 school year, our yearbook photo contract is with Sean Murphy Studios.
They offer free yearbook sessions in their Binghamton studio for all Susquehanna Valley
seniors. Sean Murphy Studios also offers full senior sessions which include the sitting and a
selection of prints or digital images starting at only $100. Many of their senior portrait col-
lections include multi-location sessions with custom photoshop graphics, personal
smartphone apps, and some even include 50 free prints! For more information, please visit:
https://www.seanmurphystudios.com/svsabers or call 607-203-9043.

We encourage your child to schedule an appointment with Sean Murphy Studios be-
cause it helps defray the cost of the yearbook.
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SVHS approved alternate professional photographers:

Jim Pavlik
Pavlik Photo and Design
970 Conklin Road
607-779-2220
Email is: jim@jimpavlikhotography.com
fb: Pavlik Photo and Design
website: Pavlik Photo and Design.com

Karen Bixby
Karen Bixby Photography
126 Abbey Road, Windsor, NY
607.765.3759
Email: Kbixby@karenbixbyphotography.com
Link: https://karenbixbyphotography.com/sessioninfo

Upstate Images
1245 Vestal Pkwy E, Vestal, NY 13850

855-773-3321
upstate-images.com

Grad Ads

Grad Ads are the perfect way to commemorate achievements and celebrate milestones. In
addition, revenues from Grad Ads help our school create a better yearbook. This is optional,
has An additional cost, and must be created online at Jostens.com. To purchase your ad
online, please go to Jostens.com and follow the instructions on the website. Jostens is re-
sponsible for our school's yearbook ad sales. Please do not contact or send materials to the
school. Our school reserves the right to edit ads per our guidelines. Please make sure all
submitted materials are appropriate for school publication.

Please get Grad Ads done as soon as possible!

Grad Ads are due February 9, 2025.

Yearbooks can be purchased through Jostens.com
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